
CPD/IPD Cafe at Jurys Inn Wednesday 8 February 2017 

 

 

At their November 2016 meeting the IOSH Scotland Branch committee 

discussed concerns regarding CPD compliance across Scotland.  Austin 

Baird, (Chair of the North East of Scotland Branch), Rod Laird (Vice 

Chair of the North East of Scotland Branch) and Glenys Neville, 

Networks Officer (Scotland) decided that the best way forward for the 

branch was to hold a CPD / IPD café in Aberdeen and invite someone 

from membership department at the Grange to attend. This potential CPD event was proposed to the 

branch members at the following meeting and a majority agreed that it would be worth holding.  The 

date, venue and times were agreed as – 8th February 2017 – Jurys Inn Union Square Aberdeen between 

11am and 8pm – several executive committee members volunteered to assist at the workshop.  

When the day arrived 

Austin and Rod got there 

early to set up the room, 

but were held up when a 

fire alarm was activated 

in the main shopping 

complex where the Hotel 

was situated. The fire brigade arrived and declared the area clear  – it was only a spurious alarm. This 

did set us back slightly, but we soon were set up, signs, computers, and most importantly coffee / tea 

and nibbles were available.   We waited in anticipation. Fingers crossed that all would go well.  We 

should not have been concerned, as the first two CPD participants and Glenys arrived at 10:30 am, 

half an hour before the official start time and ‘Hey Presto’we were off and running.   

At 11am Kirsty Jordan arrived and it was not long before all four “dayshift” volunteers, Austin Baird, 

Rod Laird, Glenys Neville and Kirsty Jordan from the Grange were fully occupied chatting to North East 

of Scotland members. The average time spent with each of the participants was 20 and 30 minutes, 

however there were a few who required more. 

By lunchtime – 1pm –  eight North East of Scotland Branch members had received CPD / IPD advice 

and they were still coming in, not a mob, but a steady flow, which 

was easily handled.   The steady flow continued throughout the 

afternoon and by 5pm a total of eighteen members had attended.  

At this time Glenys had to call it a day and shortly afterwards Bruce 

Spence and Ellie Appleby arrived to relieve Austin and Rod. The 

drop-in session continued into the evening and a further nine 

members attended.  

Early on in the session Rod had decided we needed a measure of success 

or failure for the day, and he had been taking time to chat and  ask 

participants to give us some feedback. When we read their comments, 

we were delighted with the results – all positive and assuring us that the 

day had been a complete success. 



.  



 

The events co-ordinator at the Grange commented on the positive feedback and the success of the 

day and has suggested that we hold one more in 2017. The executive committee have agreed that the 

event was a complete success and we will discuss at the next branch meeting the possibility of a 

further event later in the year. 

To organisers – advisors – and IOSH members who recognised that they needed some help / advice 

on CPD / IPD, progression to Charter and possibly Fellow, all of you made the day a success. 

Thank you, all who took part 


